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GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL FACILITY SMALL 

GRANTS PROGRAMME IN NIGERIA  
 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
 

GEF-SGP Strategic Projects  
 

This is a call for Strategic Project Proposals that may be supported during the current 
Operational Phase 7 (OP7) of the Global Environmental Facility Small Grants 
Programme (GEF-SGP) implemented by the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). 
 
Background: 
The Global Environment Facility (GEF) Small Grants Programme (SGP) provides 
grants to civil society organizations (including national NGOs, community-based 
organizations, and Indigenous peoples organizations) in 137 countries in the 
following GEF focal areas: mitigation of climate change (CC), conservation of 
biodiversity (BD), protection of international waters (IW), reduced impact of 
chemicals and Persistent Organic Pollutants (CC), prevention of land degradation 
(LD), and promotion sustainable forest management (SFM). SGP also seeks to 
generate inclusive, sustainable livelihoods, reduce poverty, and create community 
empowerment.  
 
SGP Nigeria was opened and started financing projects in 2009. Since then, SGP 
Nigeria has succeeded in funding and providing support to over 200 projects.  
 
Objectives: 
The purpose of the portfolio of OP Strategic Projects (SPs) is to enable eligible national 
stakeholders in Nigeria to carry out the following: 
 
✓ Create greater impact and closer links between local efforts and global 

environmental benefits (GEBs) by supporting more extensive geographical coverage 
and/or thematic consolidation for policy improvement in mature SGP country 
programmes;  
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✓ Make effective use of the built-up capacity of local NGOs, CBOs and communities for 
the replication of successful technologies and approaches; 

✓ Improve the capacity of SGP partners to leverage more considerable funds from 
potential partners and donors; 

✓ Strengthen the sustainability and replicability of SGP projects; 

✓ Pilot innovative market mechanisms and financial instruments (i.e. as Payments for 
Ecosystem Services, PES, environmentally friendly loans, revolving funds, and/or 
sustainable financing for clean energy technologies); 

✓ Accumulate national and global experience in the development and implementation 
of projects of more extensive coverage, enabling SGP to link more effectively with 
the MSP and FSP modalities of the GEF, as well as that of other donors and 
governments  

✓ Strategically position civil society participation and leadership in new and innovative 
policies and programmes with non-GEF funding (i.e. wide implementation of 
community-based adaptation (CBA), ecosystem-based adaptation (EBA), 
community-based REDD+, sustainable energy 

✓  for all (SE4ALL), strengthening direct access to funding mechanisms such as the 
Adaptation Fund and the Green Climate Fund)  

   
The expected outputs of the OP7 Strategic Project may be developed following the 
format to be provided by SGP Nigeria in consultation with the SGP National 
Coordinator (NC) through the address sgp@sgpnigeria.org and other relevant 
partners. The OP7 Strategic Project for SGP Nigeria must be planned to take place 
during the 7th Operational Phase of SGP and end by JUNE 2026. Funding may be 
provided from the GEF not to exceed US$150,000, and there must be evidence of 
secured commensurate co-financing of $1 to 1$ request from SGP.   
 
Please indicate interest in submitting OP7 Strategic Projects proposals for SGP Nigeria 
by sending an email to the following address: sgp@sgpnigeria.org. The deadline for 
submission of the Proposal is 25th January 2025. For further inquiry contact the 
National Coordinator, GEF-Small Grants Programme Office, C/O UN House, Plot 
617/618, Diplomatic Zone, Central Business District, Abuja, Nigeria. Tel: +234 708 264 
8989.   
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